         Friday, March 8 2024 
     Latest News  	 News: Recent militarized conflict in Amhara region causes over 15 billion birr in damage 
	 News: Gardula zone in Southern Ethiopia region condemns kidnapping of 285 laborers in Amhara region, urge their safe return 
	 News: US Horn envoy to attend AU-hosted strategic review of Pretoria agrmt 
	 Innovation: Nine uni students representing Ethiopia at Huawei’s 8th ICT Competition final in Tunisia 
	 News: Court rules release of OLF officer Bate Urgessa on bail 
	 News: Amhara Police says high power transmission line “struck by extremist groups”, causing widespread outage 
	 News: Ethiopia’s defense minister unveils strategy for Western Tigray crisis resolution amidst political disputes 
	 News: Human Rights Watch accuses Ethiopian government of silencing dissent, targeting journalists 
	 News: Bahir Dar city reclaims serenity after intense clashes between government forces, Fano 
	 News: Unrest engulfs Amhara’s capital as clashes between security forces and Fano rock Bahir Dar city        
	 News: A quarter million students face mass dropout amid unfolding drought induced starvation: Tigray Education Bureau 
	 News: French journalist Antoine Galindo released after a week of imprisonment, left Ethiopia 
	 News: EU pledges 16M euro to Ethiopia DDR program for estimated 370,000 ex-combatants 
	 News: Tigray announces talks on Pretoria accord implementation will be conducted ‘exclusively through AU panel’ 
	 News: 138 killed, 113 injured in Gambella region over nine months: EHRC report 
	 News: Federal gov’t, Tigray Interim admin to discuss Pretoria accord progress in the presence of mediators 
	 News: Gov’t says French Journalist Antoine Galindo arrested for reporting on ‘domestic affairs’ without accreditation 
	 News: Ministry of Justice to submit draft transitional justice policy for Council of Ministers’ approval 
	 News: Ethiopia’s Amhara region sees renewed fighting between government forces, Fano 
	 News: Somali Region Journalists’ Association calls for release of journalist detained on charges of ‘spreading false propaganda’ 
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 Contents in this edition:
 P. 5 – #IrreechaMassacre: The day that changed the game (By Addis Standard staffs)
 “I saw people who had fallen inside ditches and deeper pits. I saw people who had no one to pick them up. I saw people suffocated by the smoke of the tear gas”
 P.8 – A survivor’s account (By Bekel Atoma Boruu)
 “Those who ran to save their lives from the teargas bombs and the gun shots pulled themselves and one another to the nearby 6 meters long ditch in front of the podium. The tear gas bomb thrown at the mass increased the number of people running to the ditch not seeing what is in front of them; besides they were blinded by the heavy smoke from tear gas”
 P.10 – Irreecha is sacred! We cannot let them take it away (By Ayantu Ayana)
 “I keep asking myself how dare they kill on sacred grounds and on a sacred day. How dare they? All those people muddied and bloodied in their beautiful and colorful clothes. All those lives lost. Should mourning be all we do these days? “
 P. 13 – Into the heart of Irreecha: Why is it so important to the Oromo? (Buli Edjeta Jobir, Guest Writer)
 “An amazing part of the Irreecha ceremony is its absolute orderliness, the reigning of absolute peaceful aura, the showering of love and mutual respect, the sense of oneness and unity. In all the Irreecha ceremonies recorded over the last two decades, after its first rejuvenation, there has never been a single stampede or injury recorded.”
  

  
 P. 17 – Irreecha: A defining moment in a hallowed land (By Prof. Ezekiel Gebissa, Special to Addis Standard)
 “In 2016, it was clear that the largest gathering of Oromos from Oromia’s all corners would be a scene of expression of anger in the wake of the government’s brutal crackdown of Oromo protests during the preceding ten months.”
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